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Give thanks to the Lord , for He is good; His love endures
forev
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What God does continued

His third magnificent, amazing work is reward. He remembered His people when they were humbled 
by their enemies, and hungry for He snatched Israel away from her enemies, and gave them food  
(v23-25). Because of these things, the people are to give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His 
loyal love endures.

Who God is & where

The final verse says, Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his loyal love endures (v26).

Heaven is called God's holy dwelling place (Deuteronomy 26:15), His  high and holy place (Isaiah 
57:15), Who sits down in heaven (Psalm 123:1). 

This title, “the God of heaven,” was first used by Abraham in conjunction with the expression ‘the 
God of the earth’ (Genesis 24:3). This connection to earth is apparent in all of the 23 biblical 
references to the God of heaven. That is, the God of heaven is the supreme deity who governs both the 
celestial and terrestrial realms. Psalm 113:6 sums it up beautifully: Who is like the Lord our God, 
Who is seated on high, who looks down on the heavens and the earth?

Conclusion on 136

In sum, the refrain ‘give thanks’ is the human response to all that God is and does, which originate 
out of His sublime character trait of hesed, His loyal and enduring love.

Psalm 118

This psalm has a sandwich structure, starting and ending with the same text:

1 Give thanks to the Lord (Yhwh), for He is good; His love (cheçed) endures forever!

29 Give thanks to the Lord (Yhwh), for He is good; His love (cheçed) endures forever!

Collective

Verses 2-4 are collective. Israel (v2),  the priests of Aaron’s line (v3), and the people who fear the 
Lord proclaim (v4) His love (cheçed) endures forever.

Individual

Verses 5-14 are individual. “I” six times, “my” five times, and “me” ten times. The unidentified 
psalmist is in dire straits (v5) because of the people who hate him (vs6-7), who are described as ‘the 
nations’ that surround him on every side like bees (vs10-14), which may suggest that he was Israel’s 
military leader. Eleven times in these verses ‘the Lord’ helped him by answering his prayers (v5), 
relieves his anxiety (v6), gave him triumph and protection (vs7-9), pushed his enemies away (vs 10-
13), and delivered him (v14).

Individual & collective

Verses 15-28 have “I” six times, “me” four times,  and “my” three times. Fifteen times in these verses 
‘the Lord’ is mentioned, and twice as ‘God’. as the psalmist praises the Lord for his deliverance, and 
his return to the house of the Lord.

Collectively, the people of God are called ‘the righteous’, and the psalmist, along with his community 
enter through the gates of the Lord to say ‘we bless you’, what the Lord has done ‘is marvellous in 
our eyes’, and, This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Save us, we
beseech you, O Lord! O Lord, we beseech you, give us success! We bless you from the house of the 
Lord. The Lord is God, and he has given us light.
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Conclusion

Some have suggested that the references to the stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 
cornerstone (v22), the house of the Lord (v26), and the hostility of the surrounding nations and the 
Lord’s victory over them (vs10-24), and bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of 
the altar (v27), demonstrate that this is a victory song celebrating the return from exile and the 
rebuilding of the Temple, and entering it, and dedicating the house of God (Ezra 6:17).

Well might the psalm ends as it began:

29 Give thanks to the Lord (Yhwh), for He is good; His love (cheçed) endures forever!
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