
Man’s “why?” questions

Challenging God’s character
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3. God, why do you hide your face? continued

Job's friends tried to give an explanation of Job's suffering, which Job rejected. Then the Lord took 
over and spoke to Job directly from the eye of a violent storm. This storm was something like a 
tempest, or hurricane associated with the advancing divine glory, either to judge the guilty or protect 
His innocent people (Ezekiel 1:4; Nahum 1:3; Zechariah 9:14).

The Lord says to Job: “Why do you confuse the issue? Why do you talk without knowing what you’re 
talking about? Pull yourself together, Job! Up on your feet! Stand tall! I have some questions for you, 
and I want some straight answers” (Job 38:1-3).

Up to this point it has been Job who has been demanding answers of the Almighty, and seeking to 
know why His purpose is to destroy an innocent man.  He received no answers. God remained silent 
for nobody can make demands of Him. However, the tables are now turned, and it’s the Almighty 
asking the questions and demanding answers.  The word ‘answered’ (ʿanah) means to “testify 
against” as in 15:6 where ‘Job’s mouth condemned him, and his own lips testified against  him’.  The 
Almighty is star witness against Job who is in  the dock. 

After the Lord chides Job for talking without knowing what he is talking about (38:1-3), He proceeded 
to show how little he knows with seven ‘know’ questions about creation before Job existed. God then 
followed that up with a threefold test to discover what Job can do, to see if he is as strong as God:

Test 1. Catch the wicked and capture them in the grave (40:9-14). God says that if Job can do that, he 
would acknowledge that he is strong enough to save himself. God’s monologue with Job implies that 
he can’t catch the wicked and capture them in the grave.

Test 2. Catch and capture Behemoth (40:15-24).

Test 3. Catch and capture Leviathan (41:1-34).

Job learns from the Lord’s reference to the fearsome animals living in his day, which he cannot control 
but God can, that he must look to God rather than to his own assessment of his circumstances. Job 
needs to trust the Sovereign Lord of the Universe’s omniscience, and omnipotence, who will do as He 
pleases without question. 

That is, don't question sovereignty, rather accept and trust Him. Job's mistake was wallowing in his 
misery instead of wondering in God's majesty. Job repented of his mistake and in his word, I despise 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes (Job 42:1-6).

I note throughout an important behaviour of God to follow. God never criticised Job to others, rather, 
He only commended Him. Any criticism He had for Job, He said it to His face. A great rule to follow.

For me, the striking thing about God's blessing that's never mentioned is this: At the end, He called 
Him: my servant Job four times, double the number before his suffering began (Job 1:8, 2:3). Job has 
doubled his spiritual growth and dedication to the Lord through his suffering.  And, this doubling of 
God’s honour means much more than the doubling of his material prosperity.

4. Why lay the burden of this entire people on me? 

10 Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, everyone at the door of his tent; and 
when the anger of the Lord was kindled greatly, Moses was also displeased. 11 And Moses said to the 
Lord, “Why have you afflicted your servant? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay 
the burden of this entire people on me?

12 Did I conceive this entire people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them 
in your arms, as a foster father bears a nursing child,’ to the land that you swore to their fathers? 13 
From where shall I get meat to give to this entire people, for they cry to me, ‘Give us meat, that we 
may eat!’ 14 I am not able to bear this entire people alone, because it is too heavy for me! 15 But if 
you are going to deal with me like this, then kill me immediately. If I have found favor in your sight 
then do not let me see my trouble” (Numbers 11:10-15).
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Conclusion continued

4. If  your question takes the form of that asked by the Pharisees, Why then did Moses command us?,  
it's the right question coming from a genuine enquiry seeking enlightenment, but it's the wrong 
question seeking to expose apparent, but non-existent contradictions by way of entrapment. In the 
case of the latter, the Pharisees were caught in a trap of their own making.

5. The Lord's question, why have you forsaken me? was asked while He hung on the cross  at the end 
of three hours of dark abandonment. He  received no reply. To put it in human terms, the Father's 
abandonment of the Son must have hurt the Father as much as it did the Son.

The argument is often made that if God is all-powerful and all-good, then suffering should not exist. 
The existence of suffering in the world implies that either God is not all-powerful, or God is not all-
good. However, the forsaking of His Son to save the world from sin and suffering destroys this 
argument. In those three dark hours, none suffered as much as the Father and the Son for the sake of 
His creature. Thus, He is all-good and loving. Moreover, those three hours achieved His purpose of 
ridding the world of sin and suffering. Thus, He is all-powerful.

While His death ended His suffering His resurrection demonstrated the power of His indissoluble, 
and indestructible life (Hebrews 7:16).  And, there is where the believer's hope lies, because God has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead
(1Peter 1:3). As Christ is living beyond the grave, so too we whose faith and hope are in God (1Peter 
1:21). Moreover, our hope is fixed on the joy to be brought to us as we discover all things as yet 
unknown of Jesus Christ (1Peter 1:13).
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