
Psalm 8

4

how expansive is Your Name over all the ear
th!

O self-existent One our sovereign King
,
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Under his feet  continued

Moreover, this progressive metaphor is borrowed in the NT three times to illustrate the victory of 

Christ over His enemies.  Here are the texts.

For He must rule as king until he has put all his enemies under his feet (1 Corinthians 15:20, 25).

Christ sat down at the right hand of God, and since then has been waiting until his enemies would be 

made a footstool for his feet (Hebrews 10:12-13). "Waiting" is a passive deponent so the subject, 

Christ Himself, performs the action, instead of receives it.

Both of these texts suggest an ongoing process. 1 Corinthians 15:20, 25 describes a continuously 

active Christ Who in His current reign subjugates and destroy the enemies of the kingdom. The 

present tense of 'He must rule as king' is a process occurring from the Ascension until 'the end', that 

threshold of transition between two progressive realms, between the now and when he hands over the 

kingdom to God the Father.

However, the following text suggests that the process is final and complete. God raised Christ from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion...And he has put all things under his feet (Ephesians 1:20-22).

Adam

6 You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under 
his feet.

7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 

8  the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

So, the ‘all things’ are prescribed as the land animals, the birds, and the sea creatures. Everything 

outside of this list is proscribed. So, man was never entrusted with controlling the climate, nor with  

ruling over one another.  Both of these are in God’s job description, not ours.

Summary

1 O Lord, our  Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

9 O Lord, our  Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Babes: The weakest & dependent of all human beings on earth are the voices of praise to 
God silencing His enemies.

Men: The strongest, most intelligent and independent of all human beings are God’s 
delegated rulers on planet earth.
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Conclusion

Psalm 8 is a theological sandwich, enclosed by the first and last verses, which are the same. In them,  

our Lord is the self-existing, self-sustaining Sovereign, Ruler, and King, independent of all for His 

existence, famous in all the earth. So, verses 1 and 9 are the most important, and provide an infinite 

contrast to the ‘sandwich filling’, that is the other seven verses in between. 

In these intervening verses, the full spectrum of humanity is shown to be dependent on the Lord, the 

independent One. At one extreme, the frail and weak babies, who are dependent for their existence on 

their mothers, are the voice of God that silences His enemies.

At the other end of the human spectrum, grown and mature men are still enosh and adam, frail mortal 

man created from the dust by the self-existing One. Nevertheless, it was to mortal man that the Lord 

delegated dominion, rule, and sovereignty over earth. 

In sum, the self-existing Sovereign  embraces in grace His dependent creatures and elevates them, 

honours them to be His voice and His ruler on earth. What a role!

One final thing.This psalm has a David-Philistine  connection according to the superscription. David 

the author dedicated it to the leader according to the Gittith, which came from Gath, one of the five 

main Philistine towns. David defeated and silenced the Philistines, and out of Gath came Philistine 

instruments and tunes employed in singing the praises of God. The parallel to the weak babies 

praising God and silencing His enemies is too obvious to ignore.
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