
God
's promises are always fulfilled

12

As told by Luke
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God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that 
he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? 

Does he promise and not fulfill? (Numbers 23:19).

This is what the Sovereign Lord says: None of my words will 
be delayed any longer; whatever I say will be fulfilled, 

declares the Lord’” (Ezekiel 12:28).

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish but to fulfill them 

(Matthew 5:17).

You know with all your heart and soul that not one of all the 
good promises the Lord your God gave you has failed. Every 
promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed (Joshua 23:14).
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 Fulfillment: God over nature continued

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be 
made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God’” (Isaiah 
40:3-5, Luke 3:3-6). 

Moreover, John was the promised prophet Elijah who will turn the hearts of parents to their children 
and the hearts of children to their parents (Malachi 4:5), just as was stated to Zechariah above (Luke 
1:16-17).

Fulfillment is the work of a wonder-working, nature-controlling God. Even a miracle-unbelieving- 
Zechariah didn't stop the Lord from honouring His promise.

Fulfillment: Jews reject; Gentiles collect

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath 
day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. 
He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the  
oppressed go free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing (Luke 4:16-21).

This account is the first detailed record of the Lord's preaching after He had been tempted by the  
slanderous, backbiting Diabolos, the Devil. The Lord succeeded in His temptation battle with the 
Devil by fulfilling the Hebrew Scriptures. After 40 days of hunger, Jesus wasn't tempted to make 
bread but found His satisfaction from every word of the Lord (Luke 4:1-4, Deuteronomy 8:3). Also, 
Jesus wasn't tempted by the Devil's gift of all the kingdoms of the world should He worship him, 
reminding him that He was to worship the Lord His God and serve only him (Luke 4:5-8, 
Deuteronomy 6:13). Finally, when the devil dared Jesus as the Son of God to throw Himself down 
from the highest point of the temple and into God's protective hand, the Lord reminded Satan that one 
is not to put the Lord God to the test (Luke 4:9-13, Psalm 91:11-12, Deuteronomy 6:16).

Interestingly, the Lord had fulfilled the Hebrew Scriptures, specifically from the Torah and the 
Psalms. However, His message in the Nazareth  synagogue where he had been brought up, fulfilled
part of the prophetic Scriptures from Isaiah 61.

What was fulfilled on that day by Jesus, God's Spirit-anointed messenger, was good news to the  
destitute (the) forsaken, repairing the shattered, no demand for rightful retribution against the 
captives, regaining of sight to the blind, healing the crushed, and proclaiming the anniversary of the 
Lord’s act of accepting.

However, the Lord rolled up the scroll at this point, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down 
omitting much of what Isaiah 61 records, such as the day of God's vengeance, comforting the 
mourners, enjoying God's permanent covenant, His causing deliverance to grow, and giving His 
people reason to praise him in the sight of all the nations (Isaiah 61:1-4). Those days could wait.

The congregation was amazed at the gracious words coming out of his mouth, but they wanted proof 
of His many miracles in Capernaum, by repeating them in His hometown of Nazareth. But, Jesus 
knew His people would not accept Him, so He gives this remarkable wordplay on the word 
'acceptable' (dektos). He had declared that the “acceptable” year of the Lord had arrived, but He is not 
“accepted” by the people of his own hometown.
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Jerusalem trampled down

The Lord said in His time that when His audience sees Jerusalem surrounded by armies, these are the 
days of vengeance, so that all things which are written (about those days) will be fulfilled.

'Trampled down' is a victory image drawn from the Hebrew Bible. Here are some examples.

By you we will gore  our enemies; in your name we will trample down those who rise up against us
(Psalm 44:5). The imagery is that of a powerful wild ox that “gores” its enemies and tramples them 
underfoot See also Psalm 60:12 and 108:13.

I (the Lord) sent him (king of Assyria) against a godless nation (Israel)... to trample them down like 
dirt in the streets (Isaiah 10:6).

I trampled down peoples in my anger, I crushed them in my wrath, and I poured out their lifeblood on 
the earth (Isaiah 63:6).

God comes from the direction of Sinai, His splendour has covered the skies, the earth is full of His 
glory. You furiously stomp on the earth; you angrily trample down the nations...for the salvation of 
your people, and your anointed (Habakkuk  3:3,12-13).

To summarise, God trampled down His enemies as a matter of judgment sometimes by using other 
nation as His instrument.  Godless Israel didn't escape either using Assyria to trample them down 
(Isaiah 10:6). So, God tramping down His enemies under His feet is a symbol of victory over them. 
We find this repeated many times both in the Hebrew Bible and in the New testament. For example:

• Joshua defeat the five kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon. He summoned all 
the men of Israel and said to the commanders of the troops who accompanied him, Come here and 
put your feet on the necks of these kings (Joshua 10:24). 

• The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet
(Psalm 110:1: Quoted in Matthew 22:44, Mark 12:36, Luke 20:42–43, Acts 2:34–35).

• For indeed the day is coming, burning like a furnace, and all the arrogant evildoers will be chaff. 
The coming day will burn them up,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies. It will not leave them even 
a root or branch. But for you who respect my name, the sun of vindication will rise with healing 
wings, and you will skip about like calves released from the stall. You will trample on the wicked, 
for they will be like ashes under the soles of your feet on the day that I am preparing,” says the 
Lord of Heaven’s Armies (Malachi 4:3).

• The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet (Romans 16:20).

• Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, when he has brought to 
an end all rule and all authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. The last enemy to be eliminated is death. For he has put everything in subjection 
under his feet (1 Corinthians15:24-27).

• Yet to which of the angels did God ever say: Sit at My right hand until I make Your enemies a 
footstool for Your feet? (Hebrews 1:13).  He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat 
down at the right hand of god, waiting from that time until his enemies are put as a footstool for 
his feet (Hebrews 10:13).

Overall, putting feet on enemies' necks is a powerful, ancient symbol of total victory, absolute power, 
and subjugation. It signifies the vanquished enemy is utterly powerless and under the victor's control. 
So, the reference to Jerusalem being trampled down by the Gentiles is a statement of Israel's  
subjugation by Gentile powers in the plan of God.
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Conclusion 

At the beginning of this paper, we quoted the rhetorical questions about God: Does he speak and then 
not act? Does he promise and not fulfill? Joshua confirmed that every promise God made has been 
fulfilled; not one has failed.

Luke framed his gospel around the certainty that God fulfilled had His promises, and the Lord 
confirmed that at the end that every promise in the Scriptures will be fulfilled. Zechariah's unbelief in 
God's promises did not derail their fulfillment. And, if the favoured Jews rejected a fulfilled promise, 
the Gentiles were happy to accept.  

To fulfil His promises, God controls the days, the nations, and the times, so that times of vengeance 
will be replaced by times of refreshing and restitution when the Lord returns to this world. To sit at 
His table in His kingdom to eat and drink with Him and all of His own in celebration of Him, will be 
the ultimate fulfilment, and a hope to cheer us along the way.
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