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I have classified the texts into ‘what’ the fear of the Lord is, what it does, and how people may get it.

What it is

I mentioned early on that ‘yirah‘ sometimes expresses being afraid, that is psychological fear, while in 
in other contexts, “yirah” denotes awe, or adoration. Further I noted that the sense of awe comes from 
God in Whom we must trust, which then eliminates psychological fear. In the first four texts in the 
table, fear (‘yirah‘) is to be understood in the latter sense.

What it does

These eight texts describe what the fear of the Lord does. It works both for the upright and the wicked. 
For the former, the outcome is always good such as prolonged life, strong confidence, satisfaction, 
protected from harm, riches and honour and life, and blessing. On the other hand, the wicked get 
shorter life spans, trouble, harm, and calamity.

How to get it

The last three texts point to the need for a right heart and a submissive will. Hating knowledge and 
envying sinners are symptoms of a your problem. Not choosing the fear of the Lord, nor accepting 
Solomon’s wisdom, and treasuring his commandments indicates a rebellious will and understand the 
fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God are impossible.

The woman of valour

This brings us to the final text.

Charm is deceitful and beauty is fleeting. A woman who fears the Lord makes herself praiseworthy.  Give her 
credit for what she has accomplished, and let her works praise her in the city gates (Proverbs 31:30-31).

These texts end a body of text beginning at verse 10 and describing a “a woman of valour” (see Ruth 
3:11), which means a woman of moral valour or virtue. Here the woman possesses all the virtues, 
honor, and strength to do the things that the poem indicates. This, and the word meanings below are 
taken from Net Bible notes.
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Charm

The word appears to have a broad meaning that includes whatever may have the effect of eliciting a 
favourable response from someone else, something that they find pleasant, or agreeable.

Deceitful

The word means a lie, a breach of faith and is a strong declaration against relying on the emotional 
impulse of attraction. Messages to “follow your heart” amount to little or no more than ‘follow 
whatever gives you a charmed feeling while ignoring moral constraints and potential consequences’.

Fleeting beauty

The verse shows that “charm” and “beauty” do not endure as do those qualities that the fear of the 
Lord produces. Charm is deceitful: One may be disappointed in the character of the one with beauty. 
Beauty is vain (fleeting as a vapour): Physical appearance will not last. The writer is not saying these 
are worthless; he is saying there is something infinitely more valuable.

Praiseworthy

The verb means “makes herself praiseworthy”and emphasises her character. That is, she has a sound 
basis for being proud of her accomplishments achieved under the umbrella of the fear of the Lord.

City gate

In Biblical times, the gates of cities were occupied by prominent city men, like judges who made 
decisions, and where people transacted their business dealings, legal transactions, and had social 
meetings. Gates were open during the day to allow access, especially to merchants and farmers 
bringing their goods into the cities to sell. At night the gates were closed, making the city a fortress for 
the protection of the people against enemies. One is reminded of the acclaim given to Ruth by Boaz: 
“for all the gate of the town knows that you are a noble woman” (Ruth 3:11).

Conclusion

The book of proverbs is structured like a sandwich, the outer layers being the fear of the Lord: 

 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools have despised wisdom & instruction (Proverbs 1:7)

Charm is deceitful and beauty is fleeting. A woman who fears the Lord makes herself praiseworthy.  Give her 
credit for what she has accomplished, and let her works praise her in the city gates (Proverbs 31:30-31).

Proverbs 1:7 is propositional, while 31:30 is practical. The first text asserts a fact; the second provides 
evidential proof of it in the 21 verses of chapter 31:10-31.

The fear of the Lord (“yirah”) denotes awe, or adoration and comes from God to a receptive heart and 
submissive will. Its benefits are wisdom, Knowledge of the Holy One, a  prolonged, upright life full of 
confidence, satisfaction and honour.
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