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God’s message on the wall continued

Daniel and his three friends were part of an elite group of exiles forced into royal training to serve the 
Babylonian king. The four young men distinguished themselves with supernatural gifts of dream 
interpretation and intelligence, while maintaining their Jewish identities. 

Like the exiles Joseph and, Esther, Daniel and his friends interpret the king’s dreams of  God-
delivered personal and regime disaster, while also exhorting him to repent. His son, Belshazzar, who 
succeeded his father when he was banished, however, never got the message, until God sent him a 
terrifying hand-written note appearing on the palace wall as he partied with his nobles, consorts and 
concubines, while worshipping his gods.

At the same time, the exiled Jews had to watch his contemptuous act of drinking from the sacred 
temples vessels, using them to get drunk and to worship his gods of wood and stone. So, Israel’s God, 
who had used the Babylonians to punish His wayward people for their sins, would suffer this 
idolatrous, pagan insult no longer. Accordingly, He sent His verdict in hand writing on the wall.

God has numbered your kingdom and brought it to an end; you have been weighed in the balance and 
found wanting; your kingdom has been divided and given to the Medes and Persians.

Ornstein notes that Heschel made an astounding assessment of the message of the Hebrew prophets. 
He argued that the special ability of the prophets was not so much predicting the future, but rather 
‘the deep intuitive sense they had of the devastating effect that earthly injustice has on God’s inner 
emotional life. As he put it, whoever imagines that God is unaffected by injustice by and to humans, is 
denying the very essence of religious faith. In this view, what caused prophets to shriek was a 
shattering and undeniable empathy with the suffering of the Creator’.

In this story, then, Daniel is a powerful model. While he rises to the top of the king’s court, he is so 
well respected  that the king calls upon his wisdom and counsel before all his nobility. Yet despite his 
position,  Daniel doesn’t waver from severely chastising Belshazzar for his awful wrong doing. Daniel 
serves the king, but he serves God and God’s truth even more. 

God’s message to Satan 

Finally, Jesus Christ asserted that if He cast out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of 
God has come to (phthano) you (Luke 11:20).

Phthano means to be ahead of, to overtake or gain ground on someone as in a race. So, the kingdom 
of God had overtaken them, which is explained by the Lord’s short, simple story that appears in the 
following verses.

In His words, a strong man, fully armed, guards his own court around his main house, all his property 
is secure. How can the goods be taken? Only by overcoming the strong man, by proving that there is 
another stronger than he. Now the Lord had cast out a demon, and when the demon had gone, the one 
who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed.

That is, Satan had been holding the afflicted person in his grasp; and the wasted life could be restored 
only by the might of Christ in the power of the Spirit of God coming upon him, and overcoming him, 
and taking from him his whole armour in which he trusted. 

The message written by ‘the finger of God’  here is that the overcoming and departure of the 
malignant spirit, and the restoration of the man, were the sign of the victory of the kingdom of God 
over the kingdom of Satan in the lives of people (11:18).
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Conclusion

The expression ‘the finger of God’ reminds us that God writes messages to mankind on various 
palettes. In the first and last references in the Bible He wrote in the dust, from which humble 
beginnings man was made. And, what humiliation the two messages communicated! On the one 
hand, He is greater than all gods controlling nature and life. On the other, he shows how man so 
easily breaks His laws all the while pretending to be guardians of them.

Other  palettes He chose were stone tablets forever memorialising the permanency of His word that 
cannot be broken. He also chose a clean plaster wall to send a message of immediate destruction to a 
pagan king that contemptuously treated God’s people and His sacred things. That message 
disappeared as quickly as it came, as did the king, God’s message endured.

One final palette was most abstract. He didn't write in the dust, or on stone, or on a wall, but in the 
realm of the unseen, in the spirit world by the Spirit of God. He overpowered a demon, and Satan, 
and while the writing was invisible, the outcome was clearly seen. The oppressed man was healed.

In sum, the finger of God writes His messages to men, demons, and Satan, and His word cannot be 
broken, but endures forever.
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