
Job’s sufferings:
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Experienced, explained & exhausted
Justice denied, debated & delivered
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Outer side front           
Twice God says that Job     
fears God, eschews evil   

Justice denied

Inside                                              
Four beings (Satan and Job’s three 

friends), try to explain Job and 
God and none get it right        

Justice debated

Outer side back                   
Four  times God says that Job 
speaks right of God; a double 

blessing: Justice delivered



Note: Headings in this 
menu are hyperlinks. 
Click on them to go to 

the relevant page
*****

Introduction

1. Outer side front

Geography of Job

Genealogy of Job

Goodness, Greatness 

of Job

God of Job

Grief  of Job

2. In the middle

Job and his pastors

3. Outer side back

Repentance

Rebuke

Restoration

Conclusion

Inclusio revisited

Quotes on justice

References 

3/12



Note: Headings in this 
menu are hyperlinks. 
Click on them to go to 

the relevant page
*****

Introduction

1. Outer side front

Geography of Job

Genealogy of Job

Goodness, Greatness 

of Job

God of Job

Grief  of Job

2. In the middle

Job and his pastors

3. Outer side back

Repentance

Rebuke

Restoration

Conclusion

Inclusio revisited

Quotes on justice

References 

4/12

The God of Job continued

The Lord gave Job the most honourable distinction as  my servant. There is no higher calling in life 
than to serve God. But Job stands in special distinction. "There is none like him in the earth" made 
him unequalled among men, although many shared  the honour of ‘my servant’ - Abraham, Moses, 
Caleb,David, Isaiah, Eliakim, Israel,Jacob, king of Babylon, Zerubbabel, the Branch, and, the Lord 
Jesus. 

All beings are accountable to Him

Accordingly, if all  other beings are contingent on the Lord, they are also accountable to Him. Firstly, 
the “sons of God”, the phrase indicates their supernatural nature, and their submission to God as the 
sovereign Lord. In the Hebrew Bible “sons of God” is generally taken to refer to angels.

Secondly, Satan. The word means “adversary” or with the article “the adversary”, in Job 1 the 
superhuman adversary or Satan. He is the great accuser of the saints (Zechariah 3, where “Satan was 
standing to ‘satanize’ Joshua the priest; and in Revelation 12, he is identified as the Serpent in Genesis 
3). He came among the angels at this time because he is one of them and has access among them, and 
along with them comes to give an account to his Creator for his whereabout and his actions (Net Bible 
Study Notes).

All beings are restricted by Him

The Lord raises Satan’s contemplation of Job, because He knows everything, and Satan puts forward 
his proposition that God blessed Job with possessions because of his piety. So, if the Lord takes away 
all Job’s possessions, Job becomes impious. The Lord allows Satan to test his own thesis by taking 
away all that Job has and his children, except Job 
himself. So Satan leaves the presence of the Lord to 
facilitate  calamity within the confines of God’s 
sovereign purpose (1:9-12).

The Grief  of Job

However, Job acknowledged that the Lord gives, and 
takes away; blessed be His name. That is, Job did not 
sin or charge God with wrong-doing (Job 1:20-22). 
Satan’s proposition number one is destroyed.

There was another day when the angels and Satan 
were before the Lord. Job still held firmly to his 
integrity despite Satan encouraging the Lord to 
destroy him without reason.

Satan replied that if the Lord touches his bone and his 
flesh, then he will curse God to His face. So the Lord 
gave Job into his power but he had to spare his life.”

So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord , and inflicted loathsome sores on Job from the sole 
of his foot to the crown of his head. And, Job took a potsherd to scrape himself, and sat among the 
ashes.

Then Job’s wife said to him, Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die. But he said to 
her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, and 
not receive the bad?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips (Job 2:1-9).

Léon Bonnat (1880)
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Grief  of Job continued

So far, Satan’s proposition is that  piety is contingent on prosperity and health. That is, Job has an 
ulterior motive to please God; He blesses God because God blesses him. Satan’s proposition is that 
God looks after Job materially and physically, because Job is into God spiritually. That is, Job is 
devoted to God because God is devoted to him.  It’s a "quid pro quo”, a two-way street , or something 
for something. 

In both tests, Job didn’t do as Satan indicated he would, and his proposition proved false. Satan’s 
thesis that Job epitomises the piety-prosperity nexus falls flat. At this point, the Adversary calls it a 
day, and disappears from the story entirely, never to raise a claim against Job again.  Poor Job. In his 
experience of Satanic-inflicted suffering, the Adversary denied him justice.

2. In the middle

So, if Satan’s theological proposition is found wanting, what is the explanation for the suffering of the 
pious when they stand fast in their piety? When Job’s four pastoral friends heard about all his 
calamity, they came to show sympathy and to console him in his mental and physical pain (Job 2:13). 
They were stunned into silence. What followed in chapters 3-37, the greater part of the book, are a 
series of poetic dialogues between Job, and his four pastoral counsellors in which justice is debated. 
God is noticeably silent. Below is a summary. 

Job and his pastors

The oldest of Job’s friends, Eliphaz was the first son of Esau, and the first son of Eliphaz was Teman 
(Genesis 36:9, 15), which means that he likely hailed from the kingdom of Edom. This connection 
consequently places Job after Esau, in the time of the patriarchs between Abraham and Moses.

Bildad was a Shuhite (Job 2:11), a descendent from Shuah, son of Abraham by his concubine Keturah 
(Genesis 25:2). Shuah was born after Sarah’s death, making Bildad, probably, the great-great-
grandson of Shuah.

Zophar was identified as a Naamathite (Job 2:11), and the Septuagint calls him the King of the 
Mineans, in southern Arabia, which today is Yemen. Centuries later, this kingdom was overrun by the 
same Sabeans who oppressed Job, who then founded Saba (Sheba), famous because of the Queen of 
Sheba, who visited King Solomon.

Finally, Elihu was the son of Barachel the Buzite, a descendant from Buz, Uz’s brother and a son of 
Abraham’s brother Nahor (Genesis 22:20-24). Elihu lived near both Eliphaz and Bildad, and was 
younger than Job. In sum, Bildad  and Elihu were from the chosen line, while Eliphaz and Zophar 
were not.

Job

Asserting that he has spoken no injustice, he wants no injustice to be done to him (6:29-30).  He has 
kept God’s commandment and has not turned aside. Job desires to argue his case with God for he 
knows that he shall be vindicated, despite Job depicting God as his enemy Who aims to destroy him 
(Job 10:2-13-15). Job’s spirit is broken, and he is ready to die (17:1).  Job says injustice  has been 
done to him. Indeed, he says that for him, justice has been denied.

Nevertheless, he calls for help against the injustice done to him but there is no answer and no  justice, 
for now anyway (19:7). However, he sees it afar off, for he is confident that his Redeemer  (Vindicator 
- the near kinsman who will pay off one’s debts, defend the family, avenge a killing) is alive and he 
will rise upon the dust to mete out justice, although Job does not expect to live and see his vindication 
in this life (Job 19:25-29). Surely, God’s appearance will vindicate Job and bring judgment on those 
who persecute him and charge him falsely.
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3. Outer side back

And now, finally, God breaks His silence after the windbag pastors have run out of puff. He gives His 
attention to Job from the eye of a violent storm. This storm was something like a tempest, or 
hurricane associated with the advancing divine glory, either to judge the guilty or protect His innocent 
people (Ezekiel 1:4; Nahum 1:3; Zechariah 9:14).

The Lord says to Job: “Why do you confuse the issue? Why do you talk without knowing what you’re 
talking about? Pull yourself together, Job! Up on your feet! Stand tall! I have some questions for you, 
and I want some straight answers” (Job 38:1-3).

Up to this point it has been Job who has been demanding answers of the Almighty, and seeking to 
know why His purpose is to destroy an innocent man.  He received no answers. God remained silent 
for nobody can make demands of Him.

However, the tables are now turned, and it’s the Almighty asking the questions and demanding 
answers.  The word ‘answered’ (ʿanah) means to “testify against” as in 15:6 where ‘Job’s mouth 
condemned him, and his own lips testified against  him’.  The Almighty is star witness against Job 
who is in  the dock. 

Do you know this?

After the Lord chides Job for talking without knowing what he is talking about (38:1-3), He proceeds 
to show the little that he knows with seven ‘know’ questions. Here they are.

Who determined the earth’s measurements—surely you know! (Job 38:5)

Have you caused the dawn to  know its place (Job 38:12)

Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? Declare, if you  know all this (Job 38:18).

Where is the way to the dwelling of light, and where is the place of darkness,You  know, for you 
were born then, and the number of your days is great! (Job 38:21).

Do you  know the ordinances of the heavens? (Job 38:33). 

Do you  know when the mountain goats give birth? Can you number the months that they fulfil, 
and do you  know the time when they give birth (Job 39:1). 

God then confronted Job directly:

Now what do you have to say for yourself? Are you going to haul me, the Mighty One, into court 
and press charges?

Job answered: I’m speechless, in awe—words fail me. I should never have opened my mouth! I’ve 
talked too much, way too much. I’m ready to shut up and listen” (Job 40:1-5).

Can you do this?

Once again, God testifies against Job from the eye of the violent storm. 

I have some more questions for you, and I want straight answers.

Do you presume to tell me what I’m doing wrong? Are you calling me a sinner so you can be a 
saint? Do you have an arm like my arm? Can you shout in thunder the way I can?

Go ahead, show your stuff. Let’s see what you’re made of, what you can do (Job 40:6-9).
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