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Structure & meaning

My interest in this introductory sandwich paper is in the structure of texts.  Structure, or the 

organisation of ideas that an author brings to his work, is one of the features that is critical to 

interpretation.  In biblical texts, one particular structural technique favoured by writers is the 

"inclusio", which is a literary device that frames a body of text with similar beginnings and 

endings. By using this device, the two outer parts highlight the central theme, informing and shaping 

the reader's understanding of the middle section. I prefer to call inclusios, colloquially, ‘sandwiches’, 

which have two outer layers and an filling as depicted in the graphic above. For believers who come to 

the Bible looking for spiritual food, ‘sandwich’ is a much more appetising label.

Everything has structure, whether it's the human body, a house, or  music or literature.  The human 

body without structure is just a heap of of bones and tissues. A house without structure is just a pile of 

building materials on the ground. Also, music without structure is just a babble of sounds. 

Finally, a piece of  literature has structure for without it, there is no work of literature - just a jumble 

of words. At the micro level of a text, words have structure, words are structured into sentences, 

sentences are structured into paragraphs, and at the macro level, paragraphs are structured into parts 

of a whole. Structure is essential to interpretation and understanding. Interpretation is about a text's 

intended meaning; understanding a text is to know its meaning.

And that brings me to the greatest, and most popular piece of literature of all time. The Bible. Just as 

secular writers structure, or organise their text to fit their purpose, so too the biblical writers inspired 

by the Holy Spirit. The Bible's overall structure provides us with a biblical world view, which I 

address next. 
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CreationCreation
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