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Ezekiel: The glory of God
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Four living beings

In the middle of the death-bringing fiery windstorm, by contrast were the living beings, hybrids, in 
appearance having human form (1:5), possibly because their feet were straight, and they had human 
hands (1:8), and their front face was that of a man (1:10). Animal features were the faces of a lion on 
the right, the face of an ox on the left, and also the face of an eagle (presumably facing the rear), and 
wings (1:8-9). When they moved,  the sound of their wings was like the sound of rushing waters, or 
the voice of the Sovereign One, or the tumult of an army (1:24). 

In the middle of the living beings was something like burning coals of fire, moving back and forth. It 
was bright, and lightning was flashing out of the fire. The living beings moved backward and forward 
as quickly as flashes of lightning (1:13-14). Burning coals of fire were also a part of David’s poetic 
description of the appearance of the Lord his deliverer, as He hurled down fiery coals, descended from 
the sky mounted on a winged angel, or cherub and rescued David from his strong enemies (2 Samuel 
22; Psalm 18, Net Bible notes). Each of the living beings had a wheel on the ground at the side 
comprised of two wheels, one inside the other  at right angles full of eyes all around (1:15-21).

All of this is metaphor, a graphic picture of the creator, swift in movement, with omnipresent 
mobility, universal omniscience, and fiery omnipotence to judge His enemies and deliver the godly. 
God (shaddai),‘one of the mountain’, the sovereign ruler of the world who dispenses justice is on the 
war path with His army. 

The overhead expanse

Stretched out over their heads of the living beings was the expanse, glittering awesomely like ice, or 
crystal (1:22). The scene on earth may be chaotic, but heaven is ice cool and calm.

Above the expanse

Above the expanse Ezekiel heard a voice, and saw something like a sapphire-shaped throne. High 
above on the throne appeared to be a man, enclosed with what looked like a fire all around him.  All 
around it was a brilliant light, like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds after the rain. 

Voice, man on throne clothed in fire, light and splendour like a rainbow. Here in words and images 
familiar to us is God enthroned, a consuming fire, dwelling in light unapproachable, encircled by a 
rainbow symbolic of the covenant-keeping God who promises an end to the judgment (Genesis 9:9-
17). And from that perspective, Ezekiel hears His voice, and threw himself face down, as John  did 
centuries later (Revelation 1:17). His glory indeed revealed.

This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord (1:25-28).

Between glory revealed & retreated

The next glory vision is in chapters 10-11. So, chapters 2-8  deal with Ezekiel God’s messenger, and 
his message.

God’s messenger (2-3)

God’s word stands Ezekiel on his feet and appoints him as His messenger, His watchman to 
rebellious, hard-hearted, and stony ear Israel. God makes him courageous, and fearless, strong and 
resolute, hard like diamond, and gives him His word to eat on a scroll, which was sweet like honey in 
his mouth but bitter in his spirit (chapters 2-3). We have to feed on the Word before we can preach it, 
so Ezekiel knew that his message was going to be bitter for Israel.
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• Exile. Far from being positive wonders for Israel, the object lessons (mowpheth), were intimidation 
omens, for they will go into exile and captivity (12:6, 11, Chapter 19). 

• Sanctuary destroyed. Anther object lesson: The Lord takes away from Ezekiel the delight of his 
eyes (his wife) and he was not to mourn or weep but be an object lesson to Israel (24:1-24), for the 
Lord will desecrate His sanctuary the delight of their eyes (24:19-24-27). 

• Famine, animals, sword, plague. There would be psychological judgment as treacherous  
Israelites eat their bread with anxiety and drink their water in fright, for their land will be stripped 
bare of all it contains, the inhabited towns will be left in ruins, and the land will be devastated 
(12:17-20, 14:12-23, 21:1-27). 

• False prophets. The Lord will destroy the prophets who gave the nation a false sense of security 
and led it astray. The Lord will judge them (12:-21-13:23, 14:9-11, 34:1-10).

• Idolatry. Another object lesson is any Israelite, or resident foreigner, who erects his idols in his 
heart and then consults a prophet to seek something from the Lord will set His face against that 
person and will make him an object lesson and a byword and will cut him off from among His 
people (14:1-8 ). True also of the elders (Chapter 20).

• Fire. Fire will consume the residents of Jerusalem (Chapters 15, 22).

• Judgment exhausted. Because Israel engaged in idolatrous prostitution with the Egyptians, the 
Philistines, the Assyrians, the Babylonia, the Lord will give Israel into their hands, and they will  
leave it naked and bare. He will exhaust His rage on them, and calm down and no longer be angry, 
and repay them for what they have done (16:1-58, chapter 23). 

• Judgment on enemies. Israels’ surrounding enemies meet their end at God’s hand suffering his 
retribution. They are Ammon (25:1-7), Moab (25:8-11) Edom (25:12-14, 35:15), Philistia (25:15-
17), Tyre (26:1-28:9), Sidon (28:20-26), Egypt (29:1-32:32), and Mount Seir (35:1-15).

Gog, of the land of Magog

One of Israel’s mysterious foes is this one (Chapters 38-39), and the ten references of Gog by Ezekiel 
are as follows.

Mortal, set your face toward Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal. 
Prophesy against him and say: Thus says the Lord God: I am against you, O  Gog, chief prince of 
Meshech and Tubal (38:2-6).

Say to  Gog, On that day when my people Israel are living securely, you will rouse yourself...you will 
come up against my people Israel, like a cloud covering the earth. In the latter days I will bring you 
against my land, so that the nations may know me, when through you, O  Gog, I display my holiness 
(38:14-16).

On that day, when  Gog comes against the land of Israel, says the Lord  God, my wrath shall be 
aroused (38:18).

I will summon the sword against Gog in all my mountains, says the Lord  God (38:21).

Prophesy against Gog, I am against you, O  Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal (39:1).

On that day I will give to  Gog a place for burial in Israel...for there Gog and all his horde will be 
buried; it shall be called the Valley of Hamon-gog (39:11).
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Gog of Magog continued

4. When the Lord regathers the house of Israel from the peoples where they are dispersed, they will 
live securely in their land that He gave to them (28:25-26). Has this happened? 

5. The Lord promised that Israel’s cities will be populated and the ruins rebuilt (36:8-12)? However 
many of Israel’s ruins have not been rebuilt, nor parts of their land inhabited as in ancient limes.

Further, there is no recorded event that matches Ezekiel’s description of God’s intervention against 
Gog. As the prophecies of Ezekiel 38-39 were conditional on Israel remaining faithful to her covenant 
obligations, because she did not Ezekiel’s prophecy of Gog of Magog was not fulfilled. 

As Ezekiel’s texts about Gog and Magog, and God’s associated promises made to Israel have not be 
fulfilled, it seems likely that their fulfilment is eschatological and waits the day of John’s reference to 
Gog and Magog (Revelation 20:8), the only other biblical reference to them. 

Repentance

• Remnant confesses. The Lord will allow a small number of them to survive the sword, famine, 
and pestilence, so that they can confess all their abominable practices (12:16, 14:22-23). 

• Covenant & expiation. A small number of Israel survives the sword, famine, and pestilence, so 
that they can confess all their abominable practices. Israel broke the covenant, but the the Lord will 
remember the covenant he made with them in the days of their youth, and will establish a lasting 
covenant with them. Then Israel will  remember, be ashamed, and remain silent because of their 
disgrace when He makes expiation for all they have done (16:59-63, Chapter 17).

• Repentance required. The Lord will judge each person according to his conduct, declares the 
Sovereign Lord so repent and turn from all your wickedness; then it will not be an obstacle leading 
to iniquity. Throw away all your sins you have committed and fashion yourselves a new heart and a 
new spirit! Why should you die, O house of Israel? For I take no delight in the death of anyone. 
Repent and live (Chapter 18, 33).

Resurrection

• Israel & the Lord honoured. The Lord will regather the house of Israel from the peoples where 
they are dispersed, and they will live securely, and He will make a covenant of peace with them, 
and the Lord their God will be with them (28:25-26, 34:11-31 chapter 36). 

• Dry bones of Israel live. The valley of dry bones are all the house of Israel. The Lord will open 
Israel’s graves and raise them from their graves, and will place His Spirit in them and they will 
live, and have you rest in their own land (37:1-14).

• Two sticks become one. The Lord used an allegory of two ticks, one labelled Joseph and the other 
Judah and He will make them into one stick in His hand. The meaning is that He will take the 
Israelites from among the nations where they have gone and bring them to their land. He will make 
them one nation, and David will be king over them, and never again will they be divided into two 
kingdoms. Moreover, they will not defile themselves with their idols, their detestable things, and 
all their rebellious deeds. The Lord will save them from all their unfaithfulness, purify them; they 
will become His people, and I will become their God. Also, God will make a perpetual covenant of 
peace with them, increase their numbers, and place His sanctuary among them forever. He will be 
their God, and they will be His people (37:15-28). 

• In brief, the interval between the glory of the Lord retreating and returning shows that repentance 
is a prerequisite to Israel’s resurrection, being saved from all their unfaithfulness, receiving God’s 
purity and covenant of peace. Has this happened yet?
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The glory of the Lord returned continued

• Boundaries for the Land. The land was to be allotted to the twelve tribes of Israel equally. 
(Joseph will have two portions), as their inheritance. Also, an inheritance was to be allotted to  the 
resident foreigners. They must be treated as native-born among the people of Israel. The tribes in 
order from the north were Dan, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim, Reuben, Judah, the sanctuary 
in the middle with priests and Levites next, then land for common use by the city, for houses and 
for open space, then land to produce food for the workers of the city from all the tribes of Israel 
who will cultivate it. Then land for the prince, then the rest of the tribes; Benjamin, Simeon, 
Issachar, Zebulun, and Gad (47:13-48:29).

• Gates of the city. On the north side there will be three gates, one for Reuben, one gate for Judah, 
and gate for Levi; on the east side there will be three gates, one for Joseph, one for Benjamin, and 
one for Dan; on the south side there will be three gates: one for Simeon, one gate for Issachar, and 
gate for Zebulun; and on the west side there will be three gates: one for Gad, one for Asher, and 
one for Naphtali. The circumference of the city will be about 9.5kms.

• After the glory of the Lord entered, the east gate was shut, indicating that the glory of the Lord was 
there to stay, consistent with the Lord’s promise to will dwell in the midst of His people for ever 
(43:7, 9). The glory of this house, then, is derived from the fact that the Lord is there.

• The name of the city from that day forward will be: The Lord is there (48:30-35).

Fulfillment

Two fascinating and challenging questions remain after reading about Ezekiel’s glorious visions. They 
are. Was Ezekiel’s temple ever built?  If not, will Ezekiel’s temple ever be built?

Was it ever built?

The history of the temple in the Hebrew Bible is clear. The first temple was built by King Solomon in 
about 1000 BC (1 Kings 6-8), and was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC (2 Kings 25, 2 
Chronicles 36). When the Persians conquered the Babylonians almost a century later, King Cyrus 
encouraged the exiled Jewish leaders to return to Israel to rebuild the Temple (about 536 BC). 

This second temple was completed in about 516 BC (see Ezra, Nehemiah and Haggai), but it was a 
simple structure. Some of the furniture of the first temple was missing in the second. For example, the 
second Holy of Holies stood empty. There was no Ark, no cherubs that were on the cover,  no stones 
in the high priest’s breastplate, and God’s presence that dwelt in the First Temple, was absent from the 
second.

Their makeshift effort was not to the taste of King Herod, who swept away the shabby house of 
worship, created a great platform on the top of the Mount and had the grand Second Temple erected 
on it, within a massive compound, in 19 BC. The Second Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 
CE (Haaretz.com). That God’s presence that dwelt in the First Temple, was absent from Herod’s 
temple was a feature totally at variance with Ezekiel’s structure, and accordingly, it was not Ezekiel’s 
temple. We can safely conclude that Ezekiel’s temple was not built in the BC era. 

Let us now turn to the NT.
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The millennium view

We have noted that prior to Jesus Christ, there were only two temples, Solomon’s, which was repaired 
by Zerubbabel, and Herod’s, which was an elaborate extension of the first. Since AD 70 when Herod’s 
temple was destroyed, no temple has been built in Jerusalem, and none of the nine categories of 
temple mentioned above resemble Ezekiel’s architectural description of his temple.

Moreover, the only Bible passage that mentions the 1000 year reign of Christ (the Millennium), is 
Revelation 20:1-6, and no temple is mentioned in these verses. Essentially, unless other Bible texts 
make it crystal clear that Ezekiel’s temple is the millennial temple, then there is no biblical authority 
to assert equivalence between the two temples. Without such explicit evidence, however, some 
scholars justify their position by noting the omissions in Ezekiel’s temple. For example, compared 
with Solomon’s temple, Ezekiel’s has no gold, no silver, no ark, no lampstand, no incense altar 
(despite many scholars referring to a small altar as the incense altar, which the text refers to as a table; 
41:22), no laver, no veil, and only three of the seven feasts. Their explanation is that the substance has 
come, and the events of which they speak have been fulfilled. Christ in all His glory has replaced the 
shadows.

However, the huge theological hole in this argument is exposed by Ezekiel’s major item of furniture, 
the altar of sacrifice identified on the temple plan below (from the ESV Bible, 43:13-25, 45:15-20 ).

Altar
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Conclusion

The book of Ezekiel is structured like a double sandwich around the glory of the Lord being revealed 

(1:1, 28), in retreat (Chapters 9-11), and then returning (Chapter 43). In between revealed and retreat, 

Ezekiel warned Israel that its sins will have consequences, which they ignored.  In between retreat 

and returned, his message was of retribution for their sins, repentance was demanded, which if 

obeyed would result in Israel’s resurrection and their and God’s return to their land. In summary, 

then, the storm out of the north that Ezekiel saw in vision was a metaphor for the coming dark, 

judgment of God on Jerusalem. Therefore, Israel’s sinful rebellion is incompatible with the glorious 

presence of God.

There are parallels with Christ. Christ as the glory of God was revealed, when rejected He treated to 

Olivet from where He ascended to glory, and from there He will return to Olivet in the manner 

described in Ezekiel’s vision.

The theme is a simple one. God retreats from His sinful people, judges them, but on their repenting 

He restores them to Him and He to them. But sadly for Israel of Ezekiel’s day, their lack of 

repentance to God for their sin meant they had to look back on the vision and lament “what might 

have been.”
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